CHAPTER  X
THE EXPEDITION TO CADIZ
SANGUINE as ever, despite the recent attacks upon him, Buckingham now proceeded to devote himself simultaneously to what he hoped would be a brilliant diplomatic coup and a splendid naval victory. His original design of seizing some Spanish seaport fortress, and then taking the treasure fleet now on its way from America, had not been forgotten, and ever since the May of 1625 raw levies had been pouring into Plymouth ready for service, most of them becoming an ever increasing menace to the surrounding country. It was now high time for the great expedition to sai!3 if they were to seize the Spanish fortress before the return of the treasure fleet. When he confronted another Parliament Buckingham hoped to have at his disposal the wealth of the Indies, with Spain lying prostrate at his feet. At first he himself had intended to go in person in command of the fleet, but now his services were required for the diplomatic embassy to construct a Protestant alliance in Northern Europe for the recovery of the Palatinate and the prosecution of the German war. The Duke felt that he would be more valuable as a diplomatist than as Admiral of the fleet, so he solaced himself with the tide of generalissimo', delegating the actual command to Sir Edward Cecil. Though well tried in land warfare, and a valiant soldier, Cecil knew nothing of naval tactics, and there were loud expressions of discontent because in the choice of officers Sir Robert Mansell, an experienced sea commander, who had dared to speak against Buckingham in the last Parliament, had been passed over. The Vice-Admiral was
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